


[bookmark: _Hlk71306648][bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Annual Meeting of
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council held on
Tuesday 10th May 2022 at 7.30pm 
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr L Hopkins (Chair), Cllr M Martin (Vice-Chair), Cllr M Eley, Cllr M Hopkins, Cllr M Rawson, Cllr D Wells-Pope, T Grimes (Clerk), CCllr B Laughton plus 3 members of the public.

1. To elect a chair
LH was nominated and having ascertained that she was willing to continue as chair, MM proposed and MR seconded. LH was duly elected by 4 votes with 2 abstentions.

2. Declaration of acceptance of office
LH signed the acceptance, which was countersigned by the clerk.

3. To elect a vice chair
MM was nominated and agreed to continue as vice chair. ME proposed and DWP seconded it and MM was elected by 5 votes with 1 abstention.

4. To consider any apologies for absence
RW gave apologies which were approved.
SM gave apologies and BL apologised for not being able to stay very long.

5. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM clerk’s wages and expenses.
DWP planning application – item 11bii.

6. To accept the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held Tuesday 5th April 2022 
The minutes were accepted as a true record and duly signed by the chair.

7. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public 
LH reported that a cat had been shot in Carlton Lane and asked DWP to report it to the next Safer Neighbourhoods Group meeting.
ME reported potholes in Ferry Lane, Main Street and Bell Lane. CCllr BL commented that he had reported the potholes at the cross roads on arrival.
ME asked if there had been any update on the wall at the cross roads but the clerk confirmed that as yet there had been no response.
LH reported on the state of the pavement from the Cross Roads to the Great Northern, having accompanied a blind resident along this path she reported that they had been hit by Brambles and vegetation numerous times. It was felt unsafe and uninviting for residents who may wish to attend jubilee events at the Great Northern Inn.
ME noted that the pavement at the cross roads end was so uneven pedestrians had to walk on the road instead. 
The clerk offered to report these matters.

8. To note the following matters arising from previous minutes 
a. Notts CC Broadband Voucher Scheme
MM reported chasing the matter and being told it is in hand.

9. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
CCllr BL alerted the council to a number of items raised in the Queen’s speech which will affect Nottinghamshire, primarily that of Acadamisation of all schools, which the County are already working towards.

10. To finalise any outstanding matters relating to the jubilee celebrations
LH confirmed the bench design had been approved and the order was now being processed.
The clerk reported that Highways had been out to survey the village and had agreed that the site adjacent to the Northbound bus stop opposite the village hall would be most appropriate. It was felt neighbouring properties should be approached before formal approval was sought. MR offered to talk to residents.
LH asked the clerk to circulate the choice of plaques and prices so that each councillor could pick a favoured design.
LH reported that there would be a flyer going out in the next few days outlining all that would be happening.

11. To consider the following planning applications
a. Notifications received.
None.
b. Planning Applications to discuss
i. 21/02565/OUTM – 21 house development Carlton Lane, Sutton on Trent
Councillors raised a number of concerns during their discussion of the proposed development:
· The road access is too tight – it is single track and cannot be widened due to existing properties.
· The development will increase sewage on a system that is already causing problems in Carlton due to capacity and age.
· The area is in flood zones 2 and 3. Building on the field will affect surface drainage which will mean that Carlton Lane floods even more than at present.
· There is no pavement for the residents to access the village amenities safely.
· The development will increase the traffic using Carlton Lane by some 40 journeys per day.
· 21 properties is considered over development for the size of the plot.
· The estate will change the nature of a conservation area.
· The road is a no through road but Sat Navs try to send traffic down it so there will be a significant increase in delivery vehicles trying to turn round.

RESOLVED: To object to the application on the above points.
(proposed LH, seconded DWP, carried unanimously)

ii. 22/00375/HOUSE – The Stables, Main Street 
The chair asked for public comment and concerns were raised as follows:
· The red line, although corrected, still shows the access drive which does not belong to the plot it is a right of way over someone else’s land.
· The changed internal layout now means that the windows which were overlooking neighbouring properties are bedroom windows instead of corridor windows, making privacy even more of a concern.
· The access is inadequate for a 4 bedroom property and a brewery business. 
· The development requires change to a party wall, the owners of which have not received the relevant notifications.
· The proposed roof run off drains onto someone else’s land.
Councillors discussed the amendments to the application.
 
RESOLVED: To object to the application because original concerns had not been addressed but new ones had arisen.
(proposed LH, seconded MM, carried with 5 votes in favour, DWP did not vote)

12. To receive feedback from meetings/training attended by members
a. Safer Neighbourhoods Group meeting (DWP)
The meeting reported two burglaries in the surrounding villages, an increase in 4x4 thefts, BT cable thefts, farm thefts and nuisance car racers in car parks but on the whole things had been quiet. Updates can be received via email by visiting neighbourhoodalert.co.uk and registering.

13. To receive/respond to the following correspondence
a. NCC – Lengthsman Scheme
The clerk noted that this had been in place for many years and it was an opportunity to join the scheme. It was felt that there wasn’t any work in the village that required a member of staff.
b. Clerks & Councils Direct
The clerk handed this out for circulation.

14. To review Councillor responsibilities and amend as appropriate
The chair checked all were happy to continue with the same responsibilities and as they were, it was agreed to leave these unchanged.

15. To review Council committees, their remits and membership 
a. Staffing committee 
b. Planning Working Party
It was felt that these were only occasionally used and this should remain the case – no changes were needed to terms of reference or membership.

16. To review Council policies and schedule amendments as appropriate
The clerk noted that the Standing Orders needed updating following notification from NALC and this would be on the next agenda. The clerk also informed the meeting that there was a new document coming out that outlines what policies should be in place and why so it was agreed that a program of updates and additions would be scheduled when this was available.

17. To consider the following financial matters
a. To note the bank reconciliation
This was checked and signed by the chair.
b. To receive the Internal Audit Report
The clerk had circulated this with the agenda and noted that all relevant actions had been taken.
c. To make a declaration of Exemption from External Audit
Having noted the year end accounts it was clear the council fell way below the £25,000 threshold for External Audit.

RESOLVED: To sign and submit the declaration of Exemption.
(proposed LH, seconded MM, carried unanimously)

d. To complete the Annual Governance Statement
The clerk had circulated the statements with the agenda and members had considered each statement.

RESOLVED: To answer yes to all applicable statements, sign the form and display as required with the public notice.
(proposed LH, seconded MM, carried unanimously)

e. To complete the Accounting Statement
The statement of account was circulated with the agenda so members had considered the figures.

RESOLVED: To sign the form and display as required with the public notice.
(proposed LH, seconded MM, carried unanimously)

f. To approve the following payments 
i. Clerks wages and HMRC – usual amounts 
ii. Clerks expenses - £16.50 wine for auditor

RESOLVED: To make these payments.
(proposed LH, seconded ME, carried unanimously, MM did not vote) 

iii. Insurance renewal – TBC
The clerk reported that the renewal had come through at £311.85 – somewhat more than the three year contracted agreement because the company had withdrawn from the market and a new company had to be found by the broker. The broker confirmed that having breached their side of the contract the council was free to go elsewhere without penalty. The clerk had contacted BHIB and Came & Co with no response and had submitted an online request from Zurich which had come back at £214.

RESOLVED: To take the Zurich policy unless BHIB or Came & Co responded with a lower price in the next week.
 (proposed LH, seconded ME, carried unanimously) 




18. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
MM reported that the Defib pads needed replacing so he would order them and there would be a payment approval next time.

19. To note the date of the next meeting and those for the coming year
The next meeting will be 7th June at 7.30pm.
The clerk checked all were happy to continue with the same pattern of meeting and it was agreed that the first Tuesday of every month would remain the regular date.

The meeting closed at 20.33
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