


[bookmark: _Hlk71306648]Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting of
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council held on
Tuesday 6th May 2025 at 7.30pm 
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr LH (Chair), Cllr M Martin (Vice-Chair), Cllr M Eley, Cllr G Hendrickson, Cllr J Mear, Cllr G Paton, T Grimes (Clerk) and DCllr S Michael.

1. To elect the Chair and sign the acceptance of office
MM proposed that LH continued in post and GP seconded this. LH accepted and was duly elected and signed the relevant form.

2. To elect the Vice Chair
LH nominated MM and ME seconded this. MM was happy to continue if no-one else wanted to stand. No-one else expressed an interest and MM was duly elected.

3. To consider any apologies for absence
SP gave apologies for missing the meeting.

4. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM declared an interest in the clerk’s wages.

5. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held Tuesday 1st April 2025 
The minutes were accepted as a true record and duly signed by the chair.

6. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public 
There had been 3 further fires at One Acre reported on WhatsApp which GP reported to the Police, NSDC anti-social behaviour unit and the Environment Agency. A number of residents have reported the matter to Robert Jenrick asking for his support in bringing about action. It was suggested the parish council do the same and the clerk was asked to email him.

7. To note matters arising from previous minutes 
a. A1 Slip Road 
The clerk had not heard anything further from Highways despite chasing the matter.
b. Pears Lorries
The clerk had circulated a response from Bassetlaw DC which stated that they had made 2 visits to Carlton and seen Pears lorries on both occasions, but there had been no smell and since the reported smell dissipates, there is nothing that can be done. It was suggested that residents continue to record times and dates so that the issue can be pinned to specific lorries and these can be used to follow up the matter if it gets worse with the warmer weather.

The clerk also noted that there had been no response from Savills regarding the wall at the cross roads. SM was asked if NSDC would be able to take this further and she offered to look into it.

8. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
Having been unable to make the Parish Meeting, DCllr SM gave a report on the work of NSDC over the past year, which included:
· Receiving £20m from the Levelling up fund which will be spent mainly on projects in Ollerton.
· Glass recycling 
· CCTV monitoring at Newark Beacon Business Park
· Changes to planning meetings allowing applicants to address the committee.
· Accommodating Afghan Military Supporters and Asylum Seekers
· 1.94% increase in Council tax rather than the proposed 2.99%
· Looking ahead to Local Government Reform with the New Unitary Authority coming into effect in 2028

9. To receive feedback from meetings/training attended
a. Safer Neighbourhoods Meeting
GP reported a request that everyone be more vigilant given the developments in Weston with an unauthorised traveller site. GP raised the matter of the fires at One Acre in the SNG meeting and as a result had drawn up a list of actions for residents. Councillors agreed it could be delivered to nearby properties and linked on the WhatsApp group. 

10. To consider matters related to flooding 
LH reported having signed up for the flood warden training. 

11. To report on any ongoing issues from Pears’ lorries
This was raised under item 7b above.

12. To consider matters relating to the Great North Road Solar Farm
b. Joint Parishes Action Group 
There haven’t been any meetings. LH reiterated that Elements Green have stated they will only correspond with JPAG, not individual councils. This now means councils like Sutton who opted out of JPAG will not be contacted. 
c. Any other matters
The application is expected any time.

13. To consider ways to spend the remaining CIL money
It was suggested the village hall be asked whether there was anything that might help them.

14. To review the membership and remit of committees 
It was agreed these would continue as they are at present.

15. To review councillor responsibilities and amend as appropriate
Councillors were asked if they were happy to remain in post and it was then agreed that these responsibilities should remain the same.
16. To review the following policies
The clerk had received notification from NALC to say the following policies had been updated.
a. Standing Orders
It was agreed to update the relevant paragraphs in line with Procurement legislation.
b. Code of Conduct
It was felt no change was necessary 
c. DSE Assessment review
The clerk noted that she had updated the DSE assessment and made council aware of the issues found. All were due to the limitations of a laptop and the clerk was therefore advised to only work for short periods with regular breaks to prevent RSI.

17. To review insurance cover and consider the renewal/quotes
The clerk had circulated 3 quotes, Clear Councils quoted £731.61, Zurich £264 and Community Action Suffolk £538.69. The clerk asked whether councillors felt the level of cover was adequate, eg Fidelity cover. It was felt that the levels was more than needed but were the lowest offered.

RESOLVED: To renew with Zurich.
(proposed MM, seconded LH, carried unanimously)

18. To consider responding to the following correspondence:
a. NSDC – VE Day Grant
The clerk noted that this had been a time sensitive offer of VE Day funding so she had emailed councillors asking whether they wished to apply in order to support the village hall event. Upon receiving 4 positive responses the clerk submitted an application under delegated authority and NSDC had since awarded £200. 

RESOLVED: To pay the Village Hall £200 towards the cost of VE Day activities.
(proposed ME, seconded JM, carried unanimously)

19. To consider responding to the following consultations:
a. NSDC - Strategic Housing and Employment Land Availability Assessment - Draft Methodology Consultation
It was noted that there wasn’t a site assessment for Carlton so no land was under consideration. It was felt no response was necessary.

20. To consider the following financial matters
a. To note the bank reconciliation
The chair asked if everyone agreed with the figures and then signed the documents.
b. To receive the internal audit report
The clerk noted that the auditor had not issued any report – all was in order.
c. To complete the declaration of Exemption from External Audit
Having checked the accounts and had the Internal Auditor check them, it was agreed that the council met the relevant criteria and could make the declaration.

RESOLVED: To make a declaration of Exemption from External Audit by signing page 3 of the AGAR form.
(proposed LH, seconded ME, carried unanimously)

d. To complete the Annual Governance Statement
LH asked whether council felt each statement had been met and it was agreed they had. Yes responses were given to all statements except Trust Finds which was not applicable. 

RESOLVED: That page 5 of the AGAR form should be signed.
(proposed MM, seconded ME, carried unanimously)

e. To approve the accounts and complete the Accounting Statement
It was agreed that figures had been carried across from the accounts correctly.

RESOLVED: That page 6 of the AGAR form should be signed as a true account of the council’s finances.
(proposed LH, seconded MM, carried unanimously)

f. To note receipt of the first Precept payment
It was noted that £4016 had been received.
g. To note payment of £143.86 by direct debit to Hugofox for website hosting 
It was noted that the direct debit had now been set up correctly and payment went out 6th May.
h. To approve the following payments 
i. Clerk’s wages TBC
The clerk confirmed that the regular payment was due and that 40 minutes would be carried forward for when the solar application had to be considered.

RESOLVED: To make this payment
(proposed ME, seconded JM, carried unanimously, MM did not vote)

ii. Insurance - TBC
This was confirmed as £264 as agreed in item 17 above.

RESOLVED: To make this payment
(proposed ME, seconded MM, carried unanimously)

21. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
The clerk tabled a copy of Clerks and Councils Direct for circulation.
Concerns were raised regarding the Chestnut tree at One Acre, LH offered to follow this up with NSDC. SM was asked to mention the drainage dike which hasn’t been reinstated, to the enforcement officer at NSDC.

22. To note the date of the next meeting 
The next meeting will be on 3rd June at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 20:43.
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