


[bookmark: _Hlk71306648]Minutes of the Meeting of
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council held on
Tuesday 1st July 2025 at 7.30pm 
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr L Hopkins (Chair), Cllr M Martin (Vice-Chair), Cllr M Eley, Cllr G Hendrickson, Cllr J Mear, Cllr G Paton, Cllr S Pennell and T Grimes (Clerk).

1. To consider any apologies for absence
DCllr SM gave apologies due to being unwell.

2. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM declared an interest in the clerk’s wages and spending the CIL money on the village hall. 

3. To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held Tuesday 3rd June 2025 
The minutes were accepted as a true record and duly signed by the chair.

4. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public 
There were no members of the public present but MM had been approached about building works in the field on the left approaching Cromwell. He had contacted NSDC who are aware of agricultural buildings going up under permitted development. 
ME raised the issue of the tree stumps that have been put along the verge by the new bungalow given the previous issue of obstructions on a verge elsewhere leading to a legal claim of damages. The clerk was asked to check the matter with Highways.

5. To note matters arising from previous minutes 
The clerk had nothing to report but there were questions raised about the issues at One Acre. LH apologised for not having chased this.

6. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
Neither were present to report.

7. To consider the following planning applications
a. 25/00851/HOUSE: Top Side, Main Street – 2 bay window extension
The application was discussed and it was felt the look of the property would be improved and changes were in keeping with the village.

RESOLVED: To support the application.
(proposed MM, seconded ME, carried unanimously)

8. To receive feedback from meetings/training attended
b. Safer Neighbourhood Group
GP reported that the next meeting is in July but that there had been reports of burglaries from outbuildings in Cromwell.

LH had attended Flood Warden Signage training, which she felt was very useful.

9. To consider matters related to flooding 
MM reported having received a flood warning in June but that the weather forecast showed no rain on the radar, so no action was taken.

10. To report on any ongoing issues from Pears’ lorries
The clerk reported having received two more ‘smelly lorry’ incidents from residents which have been recorded. 

11. To report on any ongoing issues at One Acre 
LH recalled having seen another fire with the fire service in attendance but others had not been aware of any fires since the last meeting.

12. To consider matters relating to the Great North Road Solar Farm
a. Joint Parishes Action Group 
LH reported that at the last meeting parishes were asked to prepare materials in readiness for their planning response. LH outlined what was needed and asked councillors to volunteer to gather data. The consultant can’t know every area in great detail and will be relying on parishes to make him aware, or to include specific parish issues in their own response. LH is looking at what viewpoints to suggest for the inspectors’ visits. It was suggested that a condition be requested stating that if the A1 is closed, then development stops because the village can’t cope with the additional traffic. LH was asked to request a copy of the consultant’s response, or at least a draft of it, before the closing date for submissions in case there is an aspect that would impact Carlton that needed to be in the Council response as well.
b. Any other matters
It was questioned whether there was anything that the council could be preparing for their response ahead of the application being submitted; it was felt that familiarisation with the documents already provided by GNR Solar was as much as could be done.

13. To consider an application from Carlton on Trent Village Hall for bumper pads, painting and/or funding towards resurfacing
The clerk reported having received details of bumper pads and paint which the village hall needed to complete the car park and oil for treating the hall floor, the cost totalled £429.46. The clerk had also received a response from NSDC to say that a donation in respect of the works already carried out on the resurfacing was acceptable under the CIL funding rules. The clerk had received a copy of the receipt for this work and the village hall committee had discussed the matter and would be happy to receive any help the council could give.

RESOLVED: To give all remaining CIL funds to the village hall towards their resurfacing costs.
(proposed LH, seconded GH, carried unanimously, GP and MM did not vote being on the village hall committee)

14. To consider responding to the following consultations:
a. NSDC – CIL reporting consultation
The clerk had circulated a draft reporting form and a number of questions. She had completed the form in an effort to evaluate its potential use and found it very easy. There was just one concern – it only reported on the current year receipts, spending and retained funds, which made it look as though the council were spending monies it had not received; she felt there needed to be a carried forward figure from previous The clerk felt it needed to show unspent monies carried forward from previous years. It was agreed such a form would be useful given that reports should be produced annually. The clerk asked NSDC if this was new or should have been happening annually to date and she was told it should be on the website annually and needed to be added retrospectively. the clerk reported having completed this and uploaded a report to the website for each year from 2020 to 2024 but that the final figure now stated £517.02. Given all the enquiries regarding how to spend the money, the clerk suggested responding to the questions by suggesting more information be issued with any payment, giving lots of examples of what the money can and cannot be used for and what reporting should be undertaken at what frequency as well as clear deadlines for spending and returning funds. GH suggested an ‘idiot’s guide’ to CIL was needed.

RESOLVED: To respond to NSDC outlining the clerk’s concerns.
(proposed LH, seconded GH, carried unanimously)

15. To consider the following financial matters
a. To note the bank reconciliation
The chair asked if everyone agreed with the figures and then signed the documents.
b. To note the first quarter budget report
This was noted, particularly the £11.42 overspend to date.
c. To note payment of £46.75 for new poppies.
The clerk reported having ordered 11 poppies to use up as much of the fund as possible and having subsequently received 12. It was noted that this was a spend relating to reserved funds not budgeted funds and it left £1.03 in reserves for poppies. As this would not cover any further purchases it was agreed that the remainder be put back into general funds.
d. To approve the following payments 
i. Clerk’s wages TBC
The clerk submitted a timesheet for 17 hours and therefore pay would be the contracted amount, with 3 hours remaining in reserve for year end activity.
ii. Clerk’s expenses TBC
The clerk confirmed printing costs of £8.03 for the quarter.

RESOLVED: To make these payments.
(proposed ME, seconded JM, carried unanimously, MM did not vote)


16. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
Nothing was raised.

17. To note the date of the next meeting 
The next timetabled meeting will be on 2nd September at 7.30pm, although it was anticipated that an extra meeting would be needed before then for the solar response.

The meeting closed at 20.48
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