


[bookmark: _Hlk71306648]Minutes of the Meeting of
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council held on
Tuesday 3rd March 2026 at 7.30pm 
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr M Martin (Vice-Chair), Cllr G Hendrickson, Cllr A Hopkins, Cllr G Paton, Cllr H Rogers and T Grimes (Clerk) and CCllr B Laughton

1. To consider any apologies for absence
LH gave apologies due to family commitments which were approved.
SM gave apologies for being ill.

2. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM declared an interest in the clerk’s wages and expenses and associated payment by standing order. 

3. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held Tuesday 3rd February 2026 
The minutes were accepted as a true record and duly signed by the chair.

4. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public 
MM reported having received comments that the council response to the Rhymes planning application was based on historical issues with satnav which are no longer true as most drivers use phones with Google maps which are right up to date. The comment was made because it was considered this undermined the council’s credibility. There was some discussion about a few people still using old satnav’s where maps have not been updated and of the issues reported in 2020 when the clerk had contacted several companies asking that they update their maps. CCllr BL confirmed that the County Council had also lobbied several bodies. It was felt that although probably a lesser problem six years on, there will still be some outdated satnavs in use and thus the comment made to planning still stands true. 

5. To note matters arising from previous minutes 
There was nothing to note.

6. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
CCllr BL gave apologies for having missed a number of meetings due to work commitments. He informed the meeting that Notts County Council had approved a 3.99% increase in council tax. He also noted that there had been a meeting with MPs on Friday regarding potholes. The problem had arisen because resurfacing gangs were cut from 8 to 6 and then to 4 due to believed underfunding, however, an additional sum put in the budget last year had been overlooked so there is now an emergency plan to catch up on work. The council have bought 2 new machines for pothole work. CCllr BL advised the council and residents to keep reporting issues. In the budget, some additional funding will be raised by increasing charges to vulnerable adults who want to gain access to services. At present, the council are keeping County Hall until they know whether Local Government reorganisation will require it. The offices at the new Oak House building are being used for the Multi Action Service Hub and full council meetings.

7. To consider matters related to flooding 
MM reported that there had been a lot of rainfall through the night recently. Grassthorpe road was closed due to the floods and the river level had spiked but dykes seemed to have coped. However, the drains had not coped and there was sewage coming up the drains near The Forge and complaints of toilets not working in the village; Severn Trent had attended.

8. To report on any ongoing issues from Pears’ lorries
There was nothing to report.

9. To report on any ongoing issues at One Acre 
There was another fire at the site on 26th February. A member of the public reported it and the Fire Brigade were in attendance. CCllr BL offered to speak to Sue Grey and suggested asking DCllr SM to provide support in getting a response and action from the District Council.

10. To consider responding to the following planning matters:
a. 22/02262/FUL – Great North Road Dutch Barn, certificate of lawfulness confirming a substantive 'material start'
MM asked if any councillors had evidence of works starting and when. Two councillors were aware of scaffolding going up but were not sure when. The clerk was asked to respond to this effect.

11. To consider responding to the following correspondence:
a. NSDC re the bin at the South end of the village
Councillors felt that this had been dealt with previously and that there wasn’t another location. Prior to the meeting LH had offered to respond to the email directing the member of staff to others in their team who were already aware of the discussions to date regarding location.
b. NSDC re the bin in Ferry Lane
The clerk informed councillors that the burnt bin at the end of Ferry Lane had been reported to NSDC who asked whether a quote was required for replacement/repair. Follow up emails confirmed that it was a NSDC bin and would be replaced in due course at no cost to Carlton Parish Council.




12. To consider matters relating to the Great North Road Solar Farm including:
a. Joint Parishes Action Group 
There had not been a meeting due to the hearings but LH had circulated information about the need for the group to continue in order to monitor the development should it go ahead. Councillors agreed that it could be useful and that Carlton ought to be represented. LH would be asked to vote for it to continue, provided there was no cost implication.
b. The Next Stage
LH had made representations during the hearings and then submitting a written response in support of those comments. She had expressed disappointment in the response from the developers both during the meeting regarding flooding and following that meeting, when the promised information failed to appear. 
MM noted that the next stage is for the External Examiners to publish their final set of questions with replies being required by deadline 4, 25th March ie before the next council meeting. It is unlikely that anything completely new will come out at this stage so it was felt that if a response were required it would just be adding more detail to what has already been discussed and it could be compiled via email.

13. To consider the following financial matters
a. To note the bank reconciliation
The chair asked if everyone agreed with the figures and then signed the documents.
b. To note the new s137 Allowance
The clerk reported that the Section 137 expenditure limit  for the 2026/27 financial year had increased to £11.60 per elector, up from £11.10 in 2025/26. It was noted that in 25/26 the council spent £0.20 per elector, being the purchase of new poppies.
c. To consider making the clerks pay by monthly standing order
It was agreed that paying the contracted amount each month and tracking hours for overtime or accrued time purposes had worked well. The issues with late payment due to bank access for approval continue to be a concern given that the employers NI contribution threshold is much lower. It was felt that paying the contracted hours by standing order would ensure timely payment but that timesheets would need to continue to be submitted to manage accrued time for the year end and to obtain approval for any overtime.

RESOLVED: To set up a standing order for the clerks contracted pay
(proposed GH, seconded GP, carried unanimously, MM did not vote)

d. To note the regular direct debits
i.  £20.99 for the email services from Hugofox
ii. £47.00 for annual ICO registration
These were noted.
e. To approve the following payments 
i. Clerk’s wages – TBC
The clerk submitted a timesheet for 25 hours 4 minutes. This is over the contracted 20 hours due to having started the year end work. Pay will nevertheless, be the regular amount and the overtime will come out of the banked hours to date. The remaining 21 hours 32 minutes banked hours will be used throughout March – first to complete the year end, then to check the website for accessibility and if any time is left, to undertake GDPR refresher training. Payment had been resolved under item 13d above.
ii. Clerk’s expenses - TBC
The clerk submitted an expense claim of £2.24 for printing and laminating from December to March.

RESOLVED: To make the above payment.
(proposed SP, seconded GH, carried unanimously, MM did not vote)

14. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
LH had asked if the 9pm curfew on Whatsapp messages could be extended because work meant that she often didn’t start on council matters until later and if she didn’t message at the time she thought of things it went out of her head. It was suggested 10pm.
The clerk had circulated consultation information regarding the H2East Pipeline and confirmed that it would be on the next agenda. Details of public consultation meetings were in the email. LH had sent a message asking whether Anthony Northcote, planning consultant for the solar farm, should be asked to submit comments on the pipeline, given that it may involve more costs. There was some discussion about the potential impact of the pipeline but it was generally felt that no extra costs should be incurred. 

15. To note the date of the next meeting
The next meeting will be on 7th April 2027 at 7.30pm

16. To set the dates of meetings for the coming year
It was agreed that the first Tuesday in the month continue to be the pattern of meetings unless it was a problem for LH.

The meeting closed at 20.24.



Page | 2 

