


[bookmark: _Hlk71306648]Minutes of the Meeting of
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council held on
Tuesday 7th April 2026 at 7.30pm 
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr L Hopkins, (Chair), Cllr G Hendrickson, Cllr A Hopkins, Cllr H Rogers, Cllr S Pennell, T Grimes (Clerk) and 1 member of the public.

1. To consider any apologies for absence
MM gave apologies having spent the day in hospital, which were approved.
The clerk informed the council that George Paton had resigned and the notice for the public to call an election was on display. If no election is called by 20th April, then the council will be free to co-opt a new member.
DCllr SM gave apologies due to having to attend another meeting.

2. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
No declarations were made.

3. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held Tuesday 3rd March 2026 
The minutes were accepted as a true record and duly signed by the chair.

4. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public 
No comments were received. 

5. To note matters arising from previous minutes 
LH reported having responded to NSDC regarding the bin at the South end of the village and then rung to follow up to ensure the whole team were aware there was no other place for it and that it had been monitored for a year with no-one being seen parked there, no rats seen and only reported twice for overflowing, she had long since provided a copy of the council’s complaints procedure but had heard nothing.

6. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
There was no-one present to report, but CCllr BL had emailed to say the B1164 is scheduled for surface dressing from Hemplands Lane to Carlton cross roads.

7. To consider matters related to flooding 
The clerk reported having had an email from the Severn Trent Community Flood Officer who is keen to engage with communities affected by flooding. The clerk had replied to say MM was flood warden and please copy him in on any emails and also asking if problems with sewage were part of her remit.
SP reported having spoken to the Canal and River Trust, he confirmed that there had been no dredging for over 10 years and there were no plans to do it going forward. Silt is building up such that boats are grounding leaving Newark marina. They said it may mean the river is slower to drain in times of flood.

8. To report on any ongoing issues from Pears’ lorries
GH and AH both reported noticing more smell during the recent warmer days but no lorry details had been recorded.

9. To report on any ongoing issues at One Acre 
The Whattsapp group had messages about the fire service attending but there being no apparent fire. Otherwise, there had not been any incidents.

10. To consider responding to the following planning matters:
a. [bookmark: _Hlk225586200]26/00321/FUL – Trent View, Ferry Lane, conversion of offices/garage to a dwelling
LH asked if any councillors had comments to make. The following points were discussed:
· It was felt the property was in decline so it would be good to repair it and have someone living there
· There was some concern about it overlooking the neighbouring property which is empty so residents have no voice at this time
· It was felt that this was preferable to demolition and the erection of numerous smaller dwellings

RESOLVED: To support the application.
(proposed LH, seconded GH, carried by unanimously)

11. To consider responding to the following consultations:
a. Cadent – H2East Pipeline Humber to Nottingham
The clerk noted that the Cadent response form simply asks for open comments on the various sections of the route. LH asked if anyone had any comments. The following points were raised:
· As long as the land is reinstated to how it is now it should not be noticeable
· It would be good for local jobs like the Sugar Beat factory
· There was concern that they don’t seem sure about the pipe materials yet, but the clerk felt sure that MM had asked this and been told metal, but she could not remember the details
· The maps show a 45m wide route, allowing flexibility, however, it is going past Ossington and Laxton which could result in lots of objections. This may result in a change to the route and it moving closer to Carlton.
It was felt that at this stage no specific comment was necessary as it was early days but the clerk was asked to respond saying that we will be keeping a watch and wish to remain informed.

12. To respond to the following correspondence:
a.  JPAG - re H2East pipeline
The clerk reported that, as briefly discussed at the end of the last meeting, JPAG group of councils may be extended to cover H2East in a similar supporting manner. It was felt that the group had been a source of support and could be very beneficial. It was agreed that it should continue whilst the pipeline goes through to planning, although at this stage councillors felt that there should not be any costs, such as paying a consultant. To that end, the clerk was asked to respond offering to host a meeting provided this were done in turn, to save hall hire costs all falling to one council.

13. To consider matters relating to the Great North Road Solar Farm including:
a. Joint Parishes Action Group 
LH reported having attended a meeting on 24th March. It seems the consultant, Anthony Northcote, has come in under budget, despite more responses than expected. The group had agreed to hold a contingency in case there are delays or appeals and they also agreed the secretary should receive some remuneration as she had worked over 400 hours unpaid to date. After all this there may be some money coming back.

LH also confirmed that she had made a submission responding to the questions from the ExA. The very next day Elements Green provided responses to all the questions that arose during the recent meeting. She had therefore looked at the issues arising from this information and wants to submit further comment by the next deadline, but requested help compiling it as follows:
· Substation 4a – type, schedule, etc. 
· Background noise – data required – when taken – times and wind direction.
· Why not upgrade the electricity substation near the railway instead of putting a new one at the top of the hill – find why it was rejected or not considered. 
· Noise – take own baseline measures in the village.
· Traffic – take own baseline measures in the village.
LH had emailed Will Lawrence at Notts CC regarding the late submission of the statement of common ground. Ossington is Amber, meaning they can’t reach a common agreement yet but it does say a flood officer has been identified. The drainage board, Environment Agency, Sutton PC and residents met some time ago to discuss the work that is taking place in Sutton regarding flood mitigation, but Carlton was not included. LH has asked for the flood officer’s name as it was felt Carlton should be informed of this work.

LH also reported that the Norwell opposition group had created an article on the emissions mismatch between Elements Green calculations and their own. It is expected to be published by the Newark Advertiser.


14. To consider changes required following the resignation of Cllr George Paton:
a. Bank signatories
The clerk had prepared the form required to remove GP from the account and asked whether councillors wanted to put someone else on the account in his place. Since HR will be leaving for university before long, it was felt that there should be another signatory and SP offered to do this – the clerk was asked to provide the paperwork for the next meeting.

b. Safer Neighbourhoods Rep
The clerk asked if anyone else would take on this role, attending the meeting and feeding information each way. It was noted that GP was prepared to continue if need be and as no-one else felt able to take this on, it was agreed he should be asked to continue.
c. One Acre reporting
The clerk noted that GP had contacted the various agencies every time there had been an incident in order to save the clerk from doing it given the way her hours were mounting. It was suggested that MM ask Whatsapp members to keep us updated.

15. To confirm the format and timing of the Annual Parish Meeting
The clerk reported that the Village Hall committee would like a joint meeting to present their annual reports and elect their committee for the coming year. The clerk was asked to request whether DCllr SM and CCllr BL would report. It was agreed that the usual format of 7pm start and finish by 7.30pm for the Annual Council Meeting to take place, had worked well to date and should provide adequate time for the anticipated input. The meeting was therefore set at 7pm on 5th May.

16. To consider the following financial matters
a. To note the bank reconciliation
The chair asked if everyone agreed with the figures and then signed the documents.
b. To note the final quarter budget report and year end accounts
The clerk provided a summary of the annual accounts which showed an overall underspend of £737.17, largely due to LH taking on all the work for the solar farm responses and the clerk making a concerted effort to limit her hours. This left the council with reserves of £7146.21 of which £142.97 is earmarked. This is almost 1 precept worth of reserves and nearer to the advised two precepts sum for smaller councils, than at this time last year.
The clerk also noted that council remained well below the threshold for external audit and would therefore be able to claim exemption as usual.
The clerk tabled the file of paperwork ready to present for internal audit.
c. To appoint a new internal auditor
The clerk reported that Mr M Nunn – an accountancy lecturer, had confirmed that he would be happy to review the accounts on the same terms as the previous auditor. It was agreed that MN was both independent and suitably experienced in accounting to undertake the work. 

RESOLVED: To appoint MN as the auditor.
(proposed LH, seconded SP, carried unanimously)

d. To note the regular direct debits and standing orders
i. £20.99 for the email services from Hugofox
ii. TBC for the website hosting by Hugo Fox 
iii. Regular sum for clerks contracted hours.
The clerk noted that the Hugo Fox website hosting had not yet been invoiced. The remaining amounts were noted. 
e. To approve the following payments 
i. NSDC – £35.88 - final adjustment for Dog Bins
The clerk reported that she had accepted the contract for 26/27 on the same pattern of emptying and that this was the balancing payment for 25/26.

RESOLVED: To make the above payment.
(proposed: LH, seconded GH, carried unanimously)

17. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
The clerk had received the insurance renewal of £264 from Zurich and has requested quotes from other providers.
The clerk handed a copy of Clerks & Councils Direct over for circulation.

18. To note the date of the next meeting
The next council meeting will be the Annual Council Meeting on 5th May 2027 at 7.30pm. 
This will be preceded by the Annual Parish Meeting at 7pm as agreed in item 13 above.


The meeting closed at 21.05.
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